
You may assure the President tha t we are seeking an appropriate
occasion for the dispatch of a Presidential message to the Iraqi Prime
Minis t e r . We are gratified by the President's personal interest in this
ma t t e r .

Walter J. Stoesst-l

i J k M l i - i Sh>(".srl Mi;nri.l tor U . i t t l i 1 ,\bovc li.ittk''-. tvpri)

19. Lditorial Note

Ir. response to reports tha t Israel intended to hold an anniversary
parade on April 20,1%1, in Jerusalem t h a t would feature heavy mi l i t a ry
equipment, Assistant Secretary ot State for In te rna t iona l Organi/alion
A f f a i r s Cleveland on March 10 expressed U.S. concern to Ambassador
I larnian and suggested tha t the m i l i t a r y theme be el iminated from the
parade. (Memorandum of conversation, March 10; Department of State,
Central Files, 884.424/3-1061) Israel, however, held a dress rehearsal
lor the parade in Jerusalem March 16—17. Upon Ionian's complaint, the
Mixed Armistice Commission determined t h a t the Israeli action had
violated t lu> l l)48 Israeli-lord.mian Armis t i ce Agreement. ( U . N . docu-
ment S/4776)

On Apr i l 1, Jordan asked the U.N. Security Council to meet on I he
matter , charging that the parade was an act of mi l i t a ry provocation. The
United States again expressed concern to Isr . ie l i o f f ic ia l s noting t h a t t in-
parade would violate the .Armist ice Agreement. Israel cited previous
similar violations by lordan and ret used to a l te r its plans. (Telegrams
1 WO and IW3 to USUN, Apr i l I and 3, respectively; Department of State,
Central Files, 884.424/4-1M and 884.424/4-3d I ) the Uni ted States then
sought a consensus statement endorsing tin- M A C decision and urging
Israeli compliance, which would m i n i m i / c debate and avoid the adop-
t ion of a resolution cr i t ical of Israel. (Telegram l u l ' - > to USUN, Apri l 4;
ib id . )

This e f f o r t was unsuccessful . U l t i m a t e l y . Hie United States voted
fora Security Council resolution on Apr i l 1 I t h a t urged Israel to comply
w i t h the MAC decision and requested members of the MAC to cooper-
ate to assure compliance w i t h the Armis t ice Agreement. (U .N. docu-
ment S/4785) Despite a d d i t i o n a l U.S. entreaties, Israel staged the
m i l i t a r y parade wi thout incident on Apr i l 20. (Telegram 752 to Tel Aviv,
Apri l I I ; Department of Slate, Central 1 lies, 884A.424/4-1 \ h I , and
memorandum ot conversation between Secretary Rusk and Ambassa-
dor I la rman, Apr i l 13; ibid, 884A.424/4--1361)


